Radnor Bird Blog: radnorshirebirds.wordpress.com
Posted sightings of Starlings and other birds at the plantation on Llandegley Rhos Common.

2018

 January 7th. bazzpugh  - Starlings:  2 photos of starling murmurations.

….masses and masses of birds and early arrivals did put in a performance. Raptors sighted:- At least 7 buzzards, 1 kite, a very high distant goshawk and a sparrow hawk.
Jay:  Forgive the ignorant question but is the Llandegley roost where the Llandrindod flock end up each evening?

Bazzpugh: Hi Jay, almost certainly yes….talking to Carlton Parry B.T.O local agent and discussing the  (so called) catchment area for the Llandegley roost only this a.m….according to Carlton who with a friend did a survey many years ago reckons they fly from as far as the Hereford border some 30 miles away so add this distance North South East West and we have around half a million birds flocking to the roost…. Believe me it is a spectacle well worth a trip. If you hunt through blog archives you will find directions to the roost….regards Barry Pugh.
2017

November 1st.  bazzpugh - Starlings
…could see many many flocks arriving….started about 4.30pm….several buzzards, kestrel and a sparrow hawk..

2016
February 14th.  bazzpugh  -  Starlings: 3 photos.

….A dry day at last and a dramatic sky….The birds put on a bit of a show, but again no raptors to put them up….but still a fantastic sight. Surely half a million birds at the roost, still arriving as we went homeward. Several ravens, a solitary Kite and two Buzzards, nary a hawk or falcon.
2015

February 28th.  kenjoynes  -  Great Grey Shrike

February 4th.    bazzpugh  -   Starlings.

….the magnitude of birds and noise when they come down is awesome.

2014

December 4th.  bazzpugh – Starlings.
100 thousands of birds using one of the smaller plantations.

November 30th.   bazzpugh  -  Starlings

Not long back from the roost… again no major performance, but still it (never) ceases to amaze me the sheer volume of birds arriving in huge flocks of many thousand, whistling metres above ones head…fab to see a pair of peregrine, a Goshawk, the usual array of Kite and Buzzard, but exciting for me, a Barn Owl hunting over the common in the twilight….and then on one of the posts near the sheep barn a short eared owl staring at me from about 5 metres away….if only I had a built-in flash on the camera I would perhaps made the shot of a lifetime.
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November 15th.    bazzpugh  -  Starlings

I decided to trek to the far side of the roost….flocks of several thousand birds whistling by me low-level metres from where I was stood and straight into roost…. A fox gave me the up and down and then slunk off into the twilight…Put up 3 Snipe…..Predators included Goshawk and by the noise one of the starlings was making He/She made a strike…the usual handful of Buzzard and two sparrow hawk...usually with a few preds around the starlings are usually put up but not this evening.
March 10th. bazzpugh – Starlings: 2 photos of murmurations.
Looks like Llandegley Rocks volcano erupting.
February 17th. Bazzpugh  -  Starlings and water fowl.
At the roost one is in earshot of water fowl on Gulls Pool, and you can quite plainly hear Teal, Widgeon, Tufties and other birds calling.

February 15th.  Jbnr  -  Starlings

January 9th.  Bazzpugh  -  Starlings.

….if the whole flock performed at the same time there would be a total blackout  for at least half a mile.
2013

December 30th.  Bazzpugh  -  Starlings: 1 photo of murmuration.
Many individual flocks going down to roost.

December 29th.  bazzpugh  -  Starlings: 1 photo
Couple of sparrow hawks, goshawk, merlin and peregrine.

February 19th.  bazzpugh  -  Starlings: 3photos of massive murmuration
I have often wondered where Salvador Dali managed to get his inspiration from? I think I have found the answer.
                       martinllandod  -  Starlings: 1 photo of murmuration

February 18th.   bazzpugh  -  Starlings: 3 photos of murmurations

A clear blue sky and they gave another spectacular performance……
February 17th.   llysdinam  -  Starlings:  

..we weren’t disappointed - spectacular would be an understatement! Thousands upon thousands of starlings displaying against a multi coloured sky!

February 15th.  bazzpugh  -  Starlings: 4 photos, one landscape of Llandegley Rocks, 3 of murmurations.

Try counting them and this is probably just 100th part of the roost.. They started flying in at 4.45 and were still arriving when I set off home at 6.00pm…I counted 5 Buzzards, 2 Sparrow hawks, 1 Merlin, 1 Goshawk.. no peregrine this evening… also noticed quite a few small birds using the roost – Chaffinch and Brambling as well as winter thrush which arrive late on.
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2012

December 10th.   leafie  -  Starlings.

One Merlin seen this evening at the starling roost, along with 1 (possibly?)Peregrine, 1 Sparrow Hawk, a handful of each Red Kite and Buzzard, 1 Woodcock, 1 Common Snipe, 20.000 Redwing and 500,000+ Starlings!

December 1st.     leafie  -  Starlings.
Estimate that there were at least 200,000 Starlings if not many more! Also roost of about 20,000 Redwing.

(Come in when nearly dark). Also Peregrine, Sparrowhawk, and Short Eared Owl, 1 Woodcock, 2 Snipe.

December 1st.   jbnr  -  Starlings – from A44

@ sunset several thousand streaming down over the hill towards Llandegley like a wave of black carpets.

December 1st.    bazzpugh  -  Starlings.

Took a stroll down up there tonight. Wonderful sight….and the sound of all those birds….sounds like a waterfall. Got to be close to half a million + Winter Thrush.

March 6th.   bazzpugh – Starlings: 2 photos of murmurations.

Many tens of thousands of birds at the roost near llandegley… Not the exciting backdrop of Aber.- the shadow of the hill obliterated at least half of the view.. but we were treated to a 20mins aerial display from this murmuration…. The sound when they flew overhead was something else. Well worth the trip.
2011
November 10th.   talyllyn  -  Starlings

Driving home from work yesterday at about 4.00pm. I saw  huge flocks of starlings presumably gathering to to head to their roost. I wondered if anybody had actually seen them head to a central roost? I was driving the bends & through Llanfihangel-nant-melan to Llandegley when I saw them.

2010

2009

February 8th.    leafie – (via Bob Relph)  -  Starlings.

Tens of thousands were seen from the A44 heading to roost around 17.20.
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