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Protected Species
Birds
Winter walkover survey following Brown and Shepherd methodology revealed that Lapwing, Golden Plover, Snipe, Jack Snipe, Red Kite, Kestrel, Buzzard, Goshawk, Sparrowhawk and Starling were present on the development site. The latter also as a large winter roost.

Vantage point surveys (VPs) were conducted according to Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH0 methodology and standard risk collision assessment methodology was employed for target species recorded within the collision risk window, these being, Golden Plover, Starling and Red Kite. The risk of collision is considered to be low or very low for all target species and the significance of the impacts on their populations is assessed as Minor (non-significant)4

The effects on birds as a result of the removal of habitat for the construction of the windfarm infrastructure are anticipated to be negative (moderate significance)5

We note that the effects on birds due to displacement through indirect loss of habitat if birds avoid the windfarm area and surrounding land due to turbine operation, maintenance/visitor disturbance, and land use change that may happen as a result of improved access to the site with the construction of new track, have not been considered within the ES.

