INTENSIVE PIG UNITS IN POWYS
CPRW has been concerned about pig development in Powys ever since we learned about the installation of a pig unit
(P/2015/1240) metres from the river Hindwell, tributary of the river Lugg and some 400m from a controversial 80,000
broiler unit. We discovered that pigs were not mentioned in the application. Neither NRW nor the council’s ecology
officer were consulted. CADW had asked for confirmation that the building would be used for cattle or sheep and the
Planning Officer gave this.
Since then we have discovered that many other “livestock sheds” or “agricultural sheds” have received planning
approval with no mention of the intention of installing intensive pig-rearing. At first Powys planning officers denied
that they had the right to ask applicants about the intended use of buildings and NRW said they did not have the
resources to investigate our findings. We are not aware of any attempt at planning enforcement by Powys, or legal
action or fines by NRW against any of these units.
There can be no doubt that these were cases of deliberate deception. This ruse to evade environmental scrutiny may
have been more widespread in the UK: see posts on Farming Forum at the height of the applications in 2017:
https://thefarmingforum.co.uk/index.php?threads/bqp-pigs-new-build-shed-system.155050/page-2
https://thefarmingforum.co.uk/index.php?threads/pig-sheds.168762/page-3

It is likely that Powys has remained an easy target in Wales with the authorities “turning a blind eye”. Of 28
applications we have identified, only 7 have revealed that they are for pigs (5 separate farms), 13 have not mentioned
pigs but installed pigs after gaining permission (13 separate farms) and sizes of the remainder are highly suggestive of
pig-sheds.
The sheds are usually either 60.9m x 15.24m (1000 pigs) or half the size (500 pigs). Sometimes two separate
applications are made for half-size buildings. This is not a local high-value “Welsh-brand” industry. Most, if not all,
these units for so-called “bed and breakfast” pigs are run under contract with Stockcroft, which is part of Pilgrim’s
Pride Corporation, a US-based pig and poultry supplier, which, in turn, is owned by Brazilian meat giant JBS, which
acquired Tulip in October 2019 from Danish Crown. There is a large Tulip slaughterhouse in Ashton under Lyne.
http://www.pig-world.co.uk/news/tulip-to-change-its-name-to-pilgrims-pride.html
The national agricultural statistics for Wales (June 2019) say ‘There was a 5.3 per cent increase in the number of

pigs in Wales in June 2019. The current total is 24,400. The majority (87 per cent) of these animals are kept
for fattening (meat production) with the remainder used for breeding’.
‘Remaining producers tend to be the larger ones and are relatively few in number. To illustrate this, over
two thirds of the pigs in June 2019 were to be found on fewer than 30 holdings.’
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2019-11/survey-agriculture-and-horticulture-june-2019730.pdf
This would give roughly 21,000 fattening pigs in Wales (87% of 24,400).
Ian Pick, well informed agricultural agent for many of the largest intensive livestock operations in Powys, has written
in justification for his new application for 1,000 pigs at Abehafesp (20/1122/FUL) ‘This type of development is not

unique in Powys, and around 26 units identical to this proposal have already being built on farms in the
County.’
Ian Pick’s assessment suggests intensive ‘finishing’ pig numbers in Powys around 26,000. This matches our
own findings, although we cannot be certain that all the units identified have pigs installed nor that we have
discovered all the applications which might be for pigs. Both Pick’s and CPRW’s assessments indicate
more pigs in Powys than identified by the national statistics for the whole of Wales. This parallels the
situation for intensive poultry numbers.
Many of these pig units are close to protected water courses and there is a high risk of slurry run-off into these
watercourses. This is in addition to the diffuse agricultural pollution from the very many intensive
poultry units in Powys. Pig slurry has high levels of Phosphate and Potassium which should be balanced by
additional Nitrogen fertiliser making the overall nutrient contribution extremely high. Both Phosphates and
Nitrates, as well as ammonia from sheds and slurry management are a serious threat to our rivers and plant
biodiversity. NRW has announced that its forthcoming report on Phosphate monitoring for Welsh SACs is
likely to show wide-spread failures.
The failure of Powys and NRW to acknowledge and control this risk to our Mid-Wales environment
and to fulfil their duty to protect our rivers, including the Wye SAC and the Severn system, is nothing
short of institutional negligence.
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